

Staff Sgt. Pelas cleans a mirror on the GMQ-13 cloud height projector during a preventive maintenance inspection.
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During any given day, we can rely on our sense of
sight to predict what the short-range weather fore-
cast will be. This system works pretty good on a
day-to-day basis, but for long-range predictions, we
seek the assistance of the local weather meteorologist
on the radio and television.

When making these long range forecasts, meteorol-
ogists depend on machines to provide them with in-
formation, including satellite pictures, dew point and
barometer readings, cloud height, and total inches of
rainfall.

"We make sure this equipment works, so the ob-

servers and forecasters can provide accurate weather
information," said Staff Sgt. Ernest J. Pelas Jr., a
weather equipment repair technician in the 2066th
Communications Squadron at Myrtle Beach Air
Force Base, S.C. "Observers and forecasters use this
information to predict weather for base flying opera-
tions and field exercises.

"Weather equipment maintenance men aiid women
perform routine preventive maintenance on the storm
detection radar set, wind speed and direction measur-
ing and recording equipment," Pelas said. "We also
work on the cloud height indicator, which measures
the distance between the ground and the cloud's
base.

" The most modern piece of computer equipment
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